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It is such a gift to be diving back into live theatre 
with this production. 	

Is God Is takes the experiences of Black women and Black people and mythologizes 
them, creating a story that is truly unapologetic, free, and fuelled with a kind of propulsive 
action that is so satisfying to bring to life.

What makes the play so exciting is that it challenges the idea of respectability politics 
and how we expect Black women to behave in society. It further humanizes the experi-
ences and the complexities of how Black folk move in the world based on what we have 
inherited and what we desire to become. 

Is God Is is at its centre about a desire for freedom and for justice. It is about breaking  
the cycles that bind us and fighting to take back the power that we are so often robbed of...

To say more would be to give too much away.

Thank you so much for taking this journey with us. I hope you enjoy it. 

— Mumbi Tindyebwa Otu

Director’s note

This sacred land has held story for thousands of years: stories that live in the fabric of  

who we are as a nation. Canadian Stage would like to acknowledge and thank the original 

caretakers and knowledge keepers of this territory: The Anishinaabe Nations (including  

the Mississaugas of the Credit River), The Haudenosaunee Confederacy, Wendat and Metis  

Nations. We give thanks to the Nations recorded and unrecorded, acknowledged and  

unacknowledged, who also share the responsibility for this territory. We honour the Dish With  

One Spoon Treaty and our responsibility to peaceably share and care for the resources that  

surround us. We are honoured to be in this meeting place called Tkaronto that many  

First Nations, Inuit and Metis people from across Turtle Island call home.
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Ada Aguilar — Assistant Stage Manager  
Ada Aguilar is so happy to be backstage again after 2+ years of virtual 
and hybrid theatre/film projects and cancelled productions that never made  
it to the stage, like Solaris (Canadian Stage) and Blacktop Sky (Obsidian/
Crow’s). Notable past credits: virtual stage manager, The Lab, 2021-2022 

(Stratford Festival); White Girls in Moccasins (Manidoons/Buddies); Spectators’ Odyssey 
– o dell’Inferno (DLT/Luminato); The Runner (Human Cargo *2019 Dora Award winner); 
School Girls; or, The African Mean Girls Play (Obsidian/Nightwood *2019 Dora Award 
winner); Jesus Hopped the ‘A’ Train, August: Osage County, 88 Keys; Father Comes Home  
from the Wars (Parts I, II, III) (Soulpepper); Wedding Party (Crow’s/TIFT). 

Emilie Aubin — Stage Manager 
Emilie is a stage manager for theatre and experimental performance based  
in Tkaròn:to. Select credits include: Cast Iron, 21 Black Futures, Pass Over, 
School Girls; Or, The African Mean Girls Play, hang (Obsidian Theatre); 
Harper Regan (Canadian Stage); It Comes in Waves (Bluemouth Inc and 

Necessary Angel); Century Song, Infinity (Volcano Theatre); Underneath It All (New Harlem  
Productions); Art (Soulpepper); You Are A Field, Lady Baby, Portrait (The Dietrich Group); 
The Men in White (Factory Theatre); Tributaries (LuminaTO 2017); Freedom Singer 
(Project:Humanity); We Keep Coming Back (Selfconscious Theatre); Counting Sheep 
(SummerWorks 2015); M’dea Undone (Tapestry Opera).

Tyrone Benskin — Man 
Tyrone Benskin is an award winning actor, Director and former member of 
Parliament who’s 40 year career spans theatre, television, film and the world  
of voice. Theatre credits include celebrated performances in Wade in the 
Water (Black Theatre Workshop/Centaur Theatre) and his award winning 

performance in Marjorie Prime (Segal Centre). Tyrone has also performed at the NAC, 
GCTC, Neptune and Passe Maurielle. His over 150 film and television credits include starring  
roles in Debris and The Lost Symbol, (NBC); Pillow Talk (Crave); and Transplant (CTV/
NBC). His film credits include Pieces of a Woman, Death of a Ladies Man and Moonfall. 
Tyrone is the current Interim Artistic Director of Black Theatre Workshop. He served as 
National VP of ACTRA and is a dedicated arts and community advocate.

Matthew G Brown — Chuck Hall 
Canadian Stage: Hair, A Midsummer Nights Dream (High Park).  
Elsewhere: Billy Elliot, Little Shop of Horrors, To Kill A Mockingbird, Twelfth 
Night, The Who’s: Tommy, Fiddler on the Roof (Stratford Festival); Calpurnia  
(Nightwood); Sister Act (Drayton); Wizard of Oz, Jacob Two Two meets  

the Hooded Fang, Cinderella: A RATtical retelling (YPT); I Think I Can (YPT, N.A.C); Hair 
(The Grand), Jersey Boys (Dancap, Dodgers). Selected Film & TV: Good Witch (Hallmark); 
The Kennedys (History Television); Open Heart (YTV); Odd Squad (PBS); Hailstorm (CFC); 
Instant Star (CTV); MR D (CBC); National Commercial campaigns for Turbo Tax, McDonalds,  
Rogers and Presidents Choice among others. Training: Randolph College, The CFC 
Actors Conservatory. For updates, follow me on Twitter & Instagram: @ItsMrMGB

Cast and Creative biographies



Jennifer Dzialoszynski — Fight Director 
Jennifer is a fight director, stage combat instructor, actor, and voice artist. 
She is incredibly proud to be among the fierce, talented, passionate team 
assembled for Is God Is. “Twin? Damn.” Selected Credits: Three Women of 
Swatow, Theory, Girls Like That (Tarragon Theatre); The Nether (Coal Mine/ 

Studio 180); Poison (Coal Mine); Hello Bertha, Talk To Me Like The Rain And Let Me Listen,  
Rococo, Lithuania (Shaw Festival); Boeing, Boeing, Perfect Wedding (Magnus Theatre); 
Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, Taming of the Shrew (Shakespeare Bash’d). As an actor, 
Jennifer has appeared in theatres across Canada including; The Shaw Festival, Royal 
Manitoba Theatre Centre, The Citadel, Canadian Stage, Shakespeare Bash’d, Harold Green  
Jewish Theatre Company, The Grand Theatre, among others.

daniel jelani ellis — Assistant Director  
daniel jelani ellis is a multidisciplinary artist rasied in Jamaica.  
His art practice includes performance-installation creation, playwriting, 
dub poetry, and acting. danjelani challenges colonial cultural authority by 
examining and exploring the ways this authority clashes, connects, and 

intersects with Afro-diasporic traditions and methodologies. His artistic work is Afrocentric  
and celebratory. danjelani is passionate about arts-based community organizing for 
social justice. As a Black queer immigrant he is committed to celebrating those of us who 
live within the margins. danjelani is the Metcalf Artistic Director Intern at Obsidian Theatre.  
He lives in Tkaròn:to and is a caretaker to plenty plants and Mosi the dog.

Aleshea Harris — Playwright 
Aleshea Harris’s play Is God Is (directed by Taibi Magar at Soho Rep  
and Ola Ince at the Royal Court) won the 2016 Relentless Award, an OBIE 
Award for playwriting in 2017, the Helen Merrill Playwriting Award in 2019 
and was a finalist for the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize. What to Send Up 

When It Goes Down, a play-pageant-ritual response to anti-blackness, had its critically- 
acclaimed NYC premiere in 2018 (directed by Whitney White and produced by The 
Movement Theatre Company), was featured in the April 2019 issue of American Theatre 
Magazine and received a rare special commendation from the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize.  
The play was subsequently re-mounted at Woolly Mammoth, A.R.T., BAM and Playwrights  
Horizons. Her newest play, On Sugarland (directed by Whitney White) premiered at New 
York Theatre Workshop in the spring of 2022. 
 
Awards: Windham-Campbell Literary Prize, Mimi Steinberg Playwriting Award, Hermitage 
Greenfield Prize, Horton Foote Playwriting Award, Arts and Letters Award in Literature from  
the American Academy of Arts and Letters. Harris is a two-time MacDowell Fellow and has  
enjoyed residencies at the Hermitage Artist Retreat, Hedgebrook and Djerassi.

Raha Javanfar — Lighting Designer 
A lighting/projections designer, musician, theatre performer, and educator, 
Raha is a multi-faceted artist, working on and behind stages across Canada  
and internationally. Design credits include Brothers Size (Soulpepper) 
garnering her a Dora nomination, Riverboat, Voyager (Soulpepper), Miss 
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Caledonia (Tarragon), amongst others. Raha has toured internationally with renowned Baroque  
Orchestra, Tafelmusik, as projections designer. She was co-recipient of the Siminovitch  
Protege Award, and currently teaches lighting design at X University. She is front-woman 
and bassist of blues/R&B band, Bad Luck Woman & Her Misfortunes, was one of six co-creators  
of the Dora nominated Now You See Her, and a Slaight resident artist at Soulpepper Theatre.

JD Leslie — Swing 
Scarborough native and graduate of the University of Windsor’s BFA 
Program, JD is honored to be a part of this production. Upon her graduation,  
JD has developed a background in devised/physical theatre, and playwriting,  
and has trained with Factory Theatre’s Factory Mechanicals (‘18/’19)  

and Second City’s Bob Curry Fellowship (‘19). JD Would like to thank Her Mother, Camille, 
Cadence, and #BBFA for their love and support. THEATRE: The Spectator’s Odyssey - 
O’dell’Inferno (DLT Theatre); Queen Goneril - Her Words Festival - Cordelia (2021); 
Portia’s Julius Caesar - Soothsayer (Hart House Theatre); Elbow Room - Kia (TO Fringe 
Festival 2019); Newmarket National Ten Minute Play Festival. FILM & TELEVISION:  
Good Witch; The Anniversary. OTHER: Roseneath Live Streams - Like We Used Too (‘22); 
Diaspora Dialogues - Definition (‘22) 

Ken MacKenzie — Set Designer 
Ken MacKenzie is an award winning set, lighting, and costume designer 
who has worked across Canada, the United States. Ken’s past Canadian 
Stage Company credits include Sweat (Set Design) and Romeo and Juliet/
Midsummer Night’s Dream (set and lighting design). Other theatre credits: 

Sherlock Holmes and the Raven’s Curse (Set Design, Shaw Festival); Stars:Together (Set 
& Lighting design, Crow’s Theatre); and Almighty Voice and his Wife (Set design, Soulpepper  
theatre). Ken is a faculty member at the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon and is 
the President of the Associated Designers of Canada, Local ADC659.

Oyin Oladejo — Racine 
Oyin Oladejo, a graduate of Humber College Performance Program, is a 
Toronto based artist. Born in Nigeria, Oyin relocated and settled in Canada  
in her late teens. Selected theatre credits: Cherry Orchard (Modern Times 
Theatre); Hamlet (Shakespeare Theatre Company, DC); Crucible, Tartuffe, 

Eurydice, Happy Place, Spoon River, Dolls House, Noises Off (Soulpepper Theatre); 
Tomorrow Love (Outside the March); The Father (Coalmine Theatre); In This World (Roseneath  
Theatre - Dora Award). Film & Television: Star Trek Discovery (CBS); Six Guns for Hire 
(Feature); Endlings (CBC) Other Credits: The Father (Assistant Director), Director/Ted Dykstra;  
Aliens (Assistant Director), Director/Mitchell Cushman; Dear Jesus (Producer/Short film).
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Mumbi Tindyebwa Otu — Director 
Mumbi is an acclaimed theatre creator and director raised in Kenya and 
Victoria, BC and based in Toronto. She is the Artistic Director of Obsidian 
Theatre, Canada’s leading creator for Black Art as well as Founder/Artistic 
director for the experimental theatre company IFT - It’s A Freedom Thing 

Theatre. Recent directing credits Cast Iron (Obsidian/Factory); 21 Black Futures (Obsidian/ 
CBC Arts); Trout Stanley (Factory Theatre); The Brothers Size; Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom 
(Soulpepper Theatre); and Oraltorio: A Theatrical Mixtape for (Obsidian Theatre/Soulpepper).  
Mumbi is also the recipient of many awards including a Dora Award, a Toronto Theatre 
Critics Award, a Pauline McGibbon Award and a Mallory Gilbert Protege Award.

Thomas Ryder Payne — Sound Designer 
Thomas Ryder Payne is a composer and sound designer for theatre, dance  
and film. Selected past theatre work includes designs for Stratford, Shaw, 
Mirvish, Soulpepper, CanStage, Tarragon, Factory, TPM, YPT, Crows, Modern  
Times, Aluna, BIBT, Nightwood, Toronto Dance Theatre, NAC, Theatre Calgary,  

GCTC, RMTC and many others. Thomas has received 4 Dora awards and 25 nominations.

Savion Roach — Scotch 
Savion is from Scarborough,ON, and went to school at the National Theatre  
School of Canada in Montreal. He first fell in love with theatre and acting 
after his Mother took him to see a show called UMOJA at Mirvish. That was 
his first time seeing live theatre and more importantly seeing people who 

looked like him on a stage. He also writes and records his own music under the name 
SAATURN and is apart of an up and coming creative collective by the name of All Around 
Theatre. Gloria (ARC/Crows Theatre).

Sabryn Rock — Angie 
Sabryn Rock is an award-winning actor of screen and stage. For Canadian 
Stage: Sweat (Asst. Director). Film/TV: the critically acclaimed CBC/BET+ 
series The Porter, Two Sentence Horror Stories (CW); Welcome to Sudden 
Death (Universal); Black Mirror (Netflix); and Station Eleven (HBO Max). 

Theatre: The Royale (Toronto Theatre Critics Award); Rose (Dora Nominations; Soulpep-
per); Fun Home (The Musical Stage Company/Mirvish); The Last Wife (The Globe Theatre);  
Passing Strange & Caroline, or Change (Dora nominations; Musical Stage); Ruined (Obsidian/ 
Nightwood). Sabryn is the voice of Koki on PBS Kids’ animated series Wild Kratts. She is 
a graduate of the National Theatre School of Canada, the Birmingham Conservatory for 
Classical Theatre and the Actors’ Conservatory at the Canadian Film Centre.
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Alison Sealy-Smith — She 
Born in Barbados, Alison is an accomplished, award-winning actor, director  
and producer whose professional career began in 1981. Since then she has 
worked with theatre companies across Canada and in Barbados including 
Stage One Productions, Theatre Calgary, Young Peoples Theatre, Nightwood  

Theatre, Canadian Stage and the Stratford Festival. Most recently, Alison is very proud 
to have been a part of Obsidian Theatre Company’s ground-breaking series 21 Black 
Futures and, their live audio version of Cast Iron, co-produced with Factory Theatre. Alison  
is a Founding Member of the Obsidian Theatre Company (Toronto) and served as Artistic 
Director from 2000 - 2006. She is also Founding Artistic Director of Diasporic Arts Productions  
(Barbados) and a Producer with The Gap Theatre (Barbados).

Vanessa Sears — Anaia 
Vanessa Sears is a Dora, Toronto Theatre Critics’ Award, Critic’s Pick  
and BroadwayWorld Award winning artist living in Toronto. She is delighted  
to be making her debut with Canadian Stage and Necessary Angel while 
returning to Obsidian Theatre after Passing Strange and Caroline, or Change.  

Selected credits: An Octoroon, Grand Hotel, Magician’s Nephew, Holiday Inn (Shaw Festival);  
Why We Tell The Story, Billy Elliot, Little Shop of Horrors (Stratford Festival); Kinky Boots 
(Mirvish); Mary Poppins, The Wizard of Oz (Young People’s Theatre). Selected TV/Film:  
Y the Last Man (FX); Sex/Life, Suits (Netflix); 14 Love Letters (Feature). Directing: Finding 
Black Joy (The Grand); Baapii Roho (Musical Stage Company); Holiday Inn (assistant 
director Shaw Festival); Wedding Band (Stratford Festival Meighen Forum).

Jaz ‘Fairy J’ Simone — Movement Director 
Jaz ‘Fairy J’ Simone, formerly known as Jasmyn Fyffe, is a Barbadian- 
Canadian multi hyphenate artist based in Toronto ON. Her career spands 
15 years of work in choreography, movement direction (MD) vocal and dance  
performance, dance improvisation and creative mentorship. She has been 

working as an MD and choreographer for theatre since 2017 when she made her debut as 
Co-Choreographer for For Coloured Girls directed by Djanet Sears. 2018 she was choreog-
rapher for Other Side of the Game directed by Nigel Shawn Williams and 2019 MD for The 
Brothers Size directed by Mumbi Tindyebwa and she is thrilled to be working with Mumbi 
on “Is God Is” this spring. Jaz will be making her debut at Stratford Festival this summer.

Jennifer Toohey — Dialect Coach 
Jennifer Toohey a dialect coach, director, performer and educator, is thrilled  
to be dialect coaching her first show with Obsidian Theatre Company.  
Jennifer is in her third season as a dialect coach at The Shaw Festival of 
Canada, where coaching credits include: The Russian Play, Man and 

Superman, Sex and Victory. Other coaching credits: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the  
Night Time (All for One Productions); Tribes, Superior Donuts, The Authentic Life of Billy 
the Kid, Between Riverside and Crazy, Miss Bennett: Christmas at Pemberley (Road Less 
Travelled Productions); Detroit ’67 (Paul Robeson Theatre); Table Manners and Mrs. Warren’s  
Profession (Mad Cow Theatre). Jennifer is an Associate Professor of theater at SUNY 
Buffalo State College and is a proud member of Canadian Actor’s Equity and the Voice 
and Speech Trainer’s Association.

Cast and Creative biographies



Michael Wamara — Swing 
Michael is excited to be making his Canadian stage debut in Is God Is.  
He recently worked with O Dell’Inferno as an ensemble at Saint Lawrence 
Centre for the Arts. He is a graduate of X University (formerly known  
as Ryerson) where he studied Performance. As a young Black Actor, it’s 

important to Michael to unapologetically share vulnerability & honesty. When the weather  
is clear & sunny you can find Michael working with Shakespeare in the Ruffs young Ruffians.

Laura Warren — Projection Designer 
Laura Warren is a Saskatchewan-raised, Toronto-based, designer for 
theatre, dance, live music, and opera. Projection design credits include:  
21 Black Futures (Obsidian Theatre/CBC Arts); Sexual Misconduct of the 
Middle Classes (Tarragon Theatre); In Absentia (JDdance); Pomegranate 

(Pomegranate Opera); The Black Drum (Deaf Culture Centre/Soulpepper); Grace (Nightwood  
Theatre/Crow’s Theatre); Unholy (Nightwood Theatre); Oraltorio: A Theatrical Mixtape 
(Obsidian Theatre/Soulpepper); Bearing (Signal Theatre/Luminato); Frescobaldi and the 
Glories of Rome, Illuminations, A Medieval Christmas (Toronto Consort); Le Nozze di Figaro  
(Toronto City Opera); No Strings (Attached) (Pink Pluto/Eventual Ashes/Buddies in Bad Times).

Ming Wong — Costume Designer 
Ming is a Toronto costume designer, stylist, and wardrobe technician.  
She has worked on a variety of projects ranging from dance, theatre,  
film, and television. Canadian Stage: New Monuments, Unsafe, Life After 
Selected Credits: Pipeline (Soulpepper), Orphans for the Czar, Julius 

Caesar, The Wedding Party (Crow’s Theatre), Hamlet 911 (Stratford Festival); Trouble in 
Mind, Just to Get Married (Shaw Festival), Hansel und Gretel (Canadian Opera Company),  
Every Day She Rose (Nightwood Theatre), The Color Purple (Citadel Theatre/RMTC) 
DIGITAL: Alice in Winterland (Ross Petty Productions), Sāvitri (Against the Grain), Alice in 
Wonderland (Bad Hats Theatre/Soulpepper) AWARDS: Ming is the proud recipient of the 
2021 Virginia & Myrtle Cooper Award ONLINE: www.mingwongdesign.com

Micah Woods — Riley 
Micah Woods is an Actor of Trinidadian decent who hopes to influence  
the black theatre/television community through a body of work that is meant  
to inspire viewers while bringing awareness to the presence of colourism 
within the industry. Micah is a graduate of both the 2018 York University 

Acting conservatory and the 2021 class of the Stratford festival Birmingham conservatory.  
Through these programs he has been able to tackle roles including Dido in Dido, Queen 
of Carthage directed by Peter Hinton and Lysander in A Midsummer Night’s Dream  
by P. Pasyk. Micah is currently looking forward to his Canadian Stage/ Obsidian Theatre 
debut and is preparing for his 3rd season at the Stratford Festival of Canada.
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Ute Scharfenberg

Tina Scherz

Dr. Cory Shankman

Arthur Shiff

Patrick Shipton

Maggie Siggins

Maureen Simpson  

   & Almos T. Tassonyi

Ms Karen Sparks

Peter Kepes & Steve Lough

Ron Stuart

Avery Swartz

Jeremy Tabarrok

Graham & Catherine Tobe

Ms Elizabeth Toombs

Michael Trent

Dr. Paul Truelove

Monique Tschofen

Dean Tudor

Antoinette Tummillo  

   & John Carter

Mr. Tony Viola

Martin Wade  

   & Daniel Larocque

Kaley Walker

Nick & Marg Walker

Brian Walker

Marni Whitaker

Judith White

Robert White

Jay Wilson

Bruce & Susan Winning

Mr. Jon Wollaston

Stephen Yeates

Michael Zajmalowski

Sharon Zier-Vogel

Mr. Marc Zwelling

8 Anonymous donors

In Memoriam
We would like to thank the 

following people who have 

made gifts in memory of 

loved ones.

In memory of  
Sallie Lyons

Jay Fisher

City Builders

Principals
Kingsett Capital Inc.

SvN Architects + Planners

Partners
Allied Properties REIT

Castlepoint Numa

Diamond Schmitt  

   Architects Inc.

EllisDon

ERA Architects

Hugh Clark Associates

Multiplex

TAS Design

Associates
BDP Quadrangle

Boszko & Verity Inc.

Enwave Energy

KPMB Architects

LRI Engineering

Newmark Knight  

   Frank Brokerage

RAW Design 

—

The listings include gifts 

received since July 1, 2020 

and are current as of  

March 23, 2022. We have 

made every effort to ensure 

proper recognition.

If, however, your name has  

been accidentally omitted, 

listed incorrectly or misspelled,  

we apologize in advance for 

the error. Please notify us at  

donate@canadianstage.com  
with any corrections.

Canadian Stage



Necessary Angel Theatre Company has always been about the best of what theatre is:  
a space. A space for creation, process, collaboration, innovation and the unknown. A space  
where questions can be asked and new meanings can be made by artists and audiences  
alike. A space for encountering and wrestling with complexity, contradiction and the 
questions of our time.

A space for diverse stories and voices.  And as a venue-less theatre company, Necessary  
Angel is a space-less space, with artistry, innovation and connection at its core.

— Alan Dilworth

Necessary Angel Theatre 
Company was founded in 
1978. It is considered one 
of English Canada’s most 
vital original creation and 
producing organizations.

Staff

Alan Dilworth
Artistic Director

Kanika Ambrose
Associate Artistic Director

Gail Packwood
General Manager

Leonard McHardy
Development & 
Communications

Katie Saunoris
PR Consultant

Chiaki Nemoto
Bookkeeper

Damien Atkins
Playwright in Residence

Dian Marie Bridge, 
Deanna H. Choi, 
Michaela Washburn
2022 Artists in Residence

Board of Directors
 
Nalini Stewart
Chair

Daniel Weinzweig
Vice Chair	

Shraddha Kothari-Walker
Treasurer

Boyd Neil
Board Secretary 

Diane Blake
Astrid Janson
Roslyn Kaman
Mickey Palha
Sa’ad Shah
Richard Stursberg

Connect with us

necessaryangel.com

info@necessaryangel.com

Season Sponsor

Government Support



Our Supporters

Foundations
Catherine and Maxwell  
     Meighen Foundation
The Mclean Foundation
K.M. Hunter Foundation
Hal Jackman Foundation
Butterfield Family  
     Foundation

Individual Support
$25,000 +
Diane Blake  
     & Stephen Smith

$10,000 +
Bill Morneau  
     & Nancy McCain
Honourable Margaret  
     Norrie McCain

$5,000 +
Lindy Green & Sam Chaiton
Margaret Norrie  
     McCain C.C.

Astrid Janson  
     & Robert Sherrin
Sheena Macdonald  
     & Phil Schmitt
Sylvia Soyka

$1,000 – 4,999
Amberwood Doors Inc.
Alan Dilworth  
     & Maev Beaty
Kevin & Roger Garland
Sa’ad Shah
Emma Stenning
Nalini Stewart
Richard Stursberg
Shraddra Kothari Walker  
     & Adrian Walker
Daniel Weinzweig

$500 +
Pia Kleber
Royal Bank of Canada

$100 – 499
Jane Anderson
Peggy Baker

Marian Botsford Fraser
Shari Caldwell
Barbara Fingerote
Roslyn Kaman
Janet Lewis
Leonard McHardy  
     & John Harvey
Joyce & Alec Monro
Barbara & Kit Moore
Eleanor O’Connor
Gail Packwood
Mickey Palha
Glenna Ross
Anonymous

Up to $99
Sunny Drake
Kenny Pearl
MK Platkowski
Katie Saunoris
Lilya Sultanova
Sugith Varughese
Anonymous

Coming soon... 

The Great Fire by Roland Schimmelpfennig, translated by David Tushingham  

We continue to tour our immersive vinyl audio experience for an audience of eight,  
with upcoming “listenings” in Toronto this spring.  
Please visit www.necessaryangel.com/the-great-fire for more details.

CRASH, the film 

Necessary Angel and Riddle Films are in the studio filming Pamela Mala Sinha’s multi-
award-winning tour–de force play CRASH, with Necessary Angel Artistic Director Alan 
Dilworth directing. Pamela was Necessary Angel’s inaugural Playwright-In-Residence.   

NEW by Pamela Sinha 

Necessary Angel is working in association with Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre (RMTC)  
to present the world premiere of Pamela Mala Sinha’s latest play NEW in Winnipeg in  
November 2022, with Alan Dilworth directing. In Spring 2023 Necessary Angel will 
produce the Toronto premiere of NEW in association with Canadian Stage and RMTC. 



Staff

Mumbi Tindyebwa Otu 
Artistic Director

Michael Sinclair 
General Manager

Vanessa Spence 
Producer

daniel jelani ellis 
Metcalf Intern,  
Artistic Director

Jay Northcott 
YGB Program 
Administrator

Lisa Codrington 
Playwrights  
Unit Facilitator

Board of Directors

Beverley Barnes-Thomas 
Chair

Stacey Norton 
Secretary

Walter Gibbons 
Treasurer

Ashima Chopra 
Sascha Cole 
Kevin Hanchard 
Alistair Hepburn 

Our mandate is to bring the Black voice to Canada’s  
cultural forefront. Over the past couple of years with the 

amplification of the Black Lives Matter movement and other  
movements of social unrest, it has become a priority for us to  

continue to challenge the idea of a monolithic Black experience.  
Now, we seek to intentionally shed a light on the richness and com-

plexity of the Black community by showcasing Blackness in all of its intersections.

We are so happy to be back to doing live theatre again with you all as we collectively 
emerge from the trying times of the COVID-19 pandemic. We showed resilience over the  
past two years with the creation of our Award-Winning series, 21 Black Futures, in a historic 
partnership with CBC Arts. 

With fortitude, we kicked off our current season with Cast Iron by Lisa Codrington, 
Co-produced with Factory Theatre as a binaural audio drama and we are happy to be 
working with our co-producing partners, Necessary Angel and Canadian Stage on this 
exciting Canadian premiere of Is God Is by Aleshea Harris. 

To end our season, we are thrilled to partner with Musical Stage Company to bring to  
life a groundbreaking musical that started out in our Playwrights Unit; Dixon Road by 
Fatuma Adar, which will be premiere at High Park in June. Don’t miss it! 

We are so happy to be able to bring back live theatre for your enjoyment and we look 
forward to your continued support.

Obsidian Season Sponsor

Young, Gifted & Black 
Program Supporters

Obsidian Supporters



Our Supporters

Rainbow Sheen 
[$1000+]
B&B Hamilton Fund
Ms Jennifer Birmingham
Black Solidarity Fund
Robin Cardozo
Denham Corporation
Kamala-Jean Gopie
Ins Choi Productions Inc
Kingfisher Foundation
Professor J. W. Michael  
     & Dr. Edith Lorimer 
Mary McDougall Maude
Necessary Angel Theatre
Pat And Tony Adams Trust 
Patricia J Fleming Fund 
Penguin Random House
McLean Smits Family
Mary McDougall Maude
Canada Helps
Elizabeth Pasternak
Nicholas Eddie
Jay Fisher

Gold Sheen  
[$500-$999]
Burgundy Asset  
     Management LTD
Mary Anne Chambers
Jacqueline Costa 
David Crawford
Kevin & Christine Hanchard 
Greg Holness
Richard Knowles
Ulla Laidlaw 
Martha Loewen
Kewayn Lynch
Signy Lynch
Stacey Norton
Amanda Rosenthal 
Leslie Sanders
Michael Sinclair
Wood Hart Fund 
Amanda Rosenthal
Karen Lawrence
Kristin Moriah

Silver Sheen  
[$250-$499]
Neil Foster & Alicia Jeffery
Sarah Bay-Chen
Ashima Chopra
Sascha Cole
Lisa Cunningham
Aurora Stewart De Pena
Kardon Douglas
Eva Feldman
Daniel Levinson
Adam Pottle
Sabryn Rock
Neta Rose
Lily Sutherland
Marcus Tuttle
Marc Zwelling
Darren Herbert
Anonymous
Faye Schepmyer
Paula Wing
Melanie McNeill
Canada On Line Giving
Colin Rivers
Kevin & Christine Hanchard
Kamala-Jean Gopie

Red Mahogany  
[$100-$249]
Ravi Jai & Sarena Parmar
9 Story Media Group 
Diana Abraham
Amir & Aleks Realty Team
Anonymous
Stephanie Appin
Jennifer Bewwin
Eric Blais
Robin Breon
Madeline Brown
Sarahi Cardenas
Revel Coffee
Harmony Cohen
Wesley Colford
Levi Cristobal
Jeff Cummings
Eric Cunningham
Darling Brenda  
   & Ian Gilmour 

Katrina Darychuk
Christopher Dearlove
Debbie Ebanks (School) 
Nicholas Eddie
Susan Ferley 
Henri Fiks
Barbara Fingerote
Walter Gibbons 
Duncan Gibson-Lockhart 
Basia Gilas
Andrew Guy
Meredith Henry
Sandra Gravel Hollett
Rose Janson
Alomar Kocur
Madeline Lunney
Stephanie Malek 
Anyika Mark 
Grecia Mayers
Derek Miller 
Natalie Morgan
Zachery Moull
Natasha Mumba
Russel Niessen
Sonya Popovich
Grahame Renyk
Colin Rivers
Peter Roberts
Faye Schepmyer
Paula Shewchuk
Sarah Garton Stanley
Heidi Taylor
Stephanie Taylor
Leonie Thelwell
United Way
Vive Social Marketing Inc 
Janet Watson  
Emma Westray
Alten Wilmot
Paula Wing
Hersh Zeifman
Peter Hill
Krista Wylie
Diana Ralph
Stacey Norton
Neta Rose
Anonymous
Anyika Mark



Bernice Neil
Katherine Bishop
Joanna Decc
Charity Aid Foundation
Alistair Hepburn
Jini Stolk
Claire Hopkinson
Hilary Land
Grave Lindo Academy  
     of Cdn

Black Glass 
[up to $99]
Dalmar Abuzied 
Oritsetimeyin Agbeyegbe 
Lauren Allen
Laura Ashmore 
Emilie Aubin
Rebecca Ballarin 
Nicola Bardell 
Linda Barnett
Eva Barrie 
Nicole Baughan
Madeline Billiel
Wade Bogert-OBrien 
Danielle Bourgon
Ellen Brooker
Coleen Burke 
Sarah By-Chen
Nathan Carroll
Annie Clarke 
Gemma Clifton
Leo Compton 
Shane Corkey
Kate Crome 
Constance Crompton 
Kate Croome
Cyber Graants TD Staff 
Sara D’Agostinoi 
Stacy Darko
Francis Dean
Colleen Derkatch
Loretta Diaz
Mikayla Dunlop 
Kaitlain Dunn
Allison Edwards-Crewe 

Fatma Sarah Elkashef 
Tequeilla Faulkner
Suzanne Gerhold
Kyle Golemba 
Humberly Gonzales
Joyce Henry
Nathan Heuvingh 
Peter Hill
Tiffany Hong 
Kayla Horn 
Katie Howgate
Beverley John 
Carman Johnston
Thalia Gonzalez Kane 
Ms Denyse Karn 
Jennifer Kelley
Robert Kempson
Erin Kim
Heather Kirkham
Victoria Laberge
Andrew Lamb
David Lee
Annie Liao
Amanda Lin 
Lisa Lister 
Sabrina Litherland
Frances Loiselle
Cameron MacKenzie 
Bonnie MacLeod
Laura McCallum
Sonya McFarlane 
Tymika McKenzie 
Heather McMartin
Yago Mesquita
Clear Mortifee
Elisa Natarelli 
Bernice Neal
Lise Olds
Vivian Pow
Nan Richardson
Carol Roundtree
Carla Sanchez
Julia Schultz 
Vanessa Sears
Tessa Simpson
Lynn Slotkin

Barbara Stewart
Shawn Stillman
Heather Stolte 
Vicki Storich
Carla Tassara
Catherine Teichman
Verie Thompson 
Sean Towgood 
Rebecca Tran
Diana Tso 
Sarah Tumalium
Brenda Vellino 
Yolanda Ferrato 
Kevin Vidal
Margaret Fortuna Yassky
Anja Zelkovic
Taylor Onski
Alex Currie
Jeremy Opolsky
Romina Julian
Jeanne LeSage
Sunny Drake
On Line Giving
Aidan Morishita-Miki
Connor Copeland
Beatrice Campbell
Rachel Birnberg
Dave Deveau
Alessandro Constantini
1 Anonymous donor

Obsidian Theatre Company Supporters



© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.

Proud to support 
Obsidian Theatre 
Company

We’re working together with Obsidian Theatre Company. 
It’s just one of the ways we’re helping to open doors for 
a more inclusive and equitable tomorrow. 

td.com/tdreadycommitment
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Thank you 
for attending

Canadian Stage
26 Berkeley St.
Toronto ON, M5A 2W3

Tickets and information:
416-368-3110
canadianstage.com

Connect with Us


