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Greetings from Canadian Stage & TO Live 

Welcome, and thank you for joining Canadian Stage and TO Live for this presentation  
of Côté Danse’s Crypto. This show has been a long time coming to our stage and we are 
so thankful to see it finally realized!

Perhaps best known as a Principal Dancer with the National Ballet of Canada, Guillaume 
Côté has also been making waves for his inspired choreography, contemporary vision, 
and impeccable storytelling. Crypto unites these elements and brings together a team of 
incredible artists to take us on a journey that explores the nature of beauty, and our need 
to try to control it. Fusing classical and contemporary dance, theatre, and technology,  
we are all in for a treat this evening.

Canadian Stage and TO Live are proud of their many years of partnership. This program 
reflects our commitment to introducing and elevating contemporary dance to Toronto  
audiences. We are especially grateful to our many long-term sponsorships and partnerships.  
Their support has been unwavering. 

Thank you for being here and enjoy the show!

—  Brendan Healy 
Canadian Stage Artistic Director

—  Josephine Ridge 
TO Live Vice President of Programming

Program note

This sacred land has held story for thousands of years: stories that live in the fabric of  

who we are as a nation. Canadian Stage would like to acknowledge and thank the original 

caretakers and knowledge keepers of this territory: The Anishinaabe Nations (including  

the Mississaugas of the Credit River), The Haudenosaunee Confederacy, Wendat and Metis  

Nations. We give thanks to the Nations recorded and unrecorded, acknowledged and  

unacknowledged, who also share the responsibility for this territory. We honour the Dish With  

One Spoon Treaty and our responsibility to peaceably share and care for the resources that  

surround us. We are honoured to be in this meeting place called Tkaronto that many  

First Nations, Inuit and Metis people from across Turtle Island call home.



Synopsis

A young Man lives with his Wife in wedded disharmony. Tired of his gloominess, the Wife 
encourages her husband to tap into his childhood interest of exploration, suggesting that  
he go out into the world to identify a cryptozoological creature that his father often  
speculated about, a creature made up of features belonging to different species of birds, 
reptiles, mammals and fish. She tells her husband to go out and capture the hidden creature,  
heretofore unidentified, bring it back to her and affix his name, their name. They will be 
instantly famous. She will reward him with love and sexual affection.
 
The Man sets out on an expedition, travelling to an inhospitable climate that he believes 
to be the home of the Creature. The landscape consumes him, he falls victim to the harsh 
environment, falling unconscious. When he comes to, the Creature is hovering over him, 
interested in the emaciated man. They introduce themselves to each other before the Man  
captures the Creature to bring it back home without incident.
 
When home, the Man shows the captive Creature to his wife who is shocked and enthralled.  
The Creature attempts to fit into the domestic life of the couple, the Man and his Wife  
becoming closer through their shared excitement of this new addition to their life. A sensuality  
develops. The Wife becomes worried that the Creature is too valuable, and that when word  
gets out that they are harboring an undocumented scientific discovery, the Creature  
will be taken from them, most likely euthanized for biological study. She suggests that they  
call their friend, the Master of Plastics, a Surgeon, in hopes that they will be able to remove  
the pelt of the Creature so that it could be taken on a world tour for the globe to study  
and admire. They ask the surgeon to wrap human skin around the creature’s muscles, 
tissues and organs to conceal the cryptozoological identity of their finding. The Creature 
will live alongside them in human form, again hidden from the world.
 
The surgery goes as planned. The pelt is stripped from the meat of the Creature’s body.  
The Man and his Wife live with the Creature in human form, training it to perform a domestic  
human function within the framework of their lives. The Creature cannot be contained, 
and removes itself from its human imprisonment, leaving the Man and his Wife alone with 
nothing to prove of this discovery. They are again the victims of their own disharmony, asking  
us to wonder where the darkness of their human imaginations lead them next?

Behind the scenes

Cover: Guillaume Côté. Photo: Bronwen Sharp.
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Guillaume Côté — C.Q. Choreography and Direction, Dancer 
Guillaume Côté is a native of Lac-Saint-Jean, Québec. He studied at 
Canada’s National Ballet School and joined The National Ballet of Canada 
in 1999. He quickly rose through the ranks and was promoted to Principal 
Dancer in 2004.  

 
Since then, Mr. Côté has danced most of the major classical roles with the National Ballet 
of Canada and has been the leading male figure of the company. He has had several lead  
roles created on him notably the role of Romeo in Alexei Ratmansky’s new Romeo and 
Juliet, Prince Charming in James Kudelka’s Cinderella, and the role of Gene Kelly in Derek  
Deane’s production of Strictly Gershwin, for the English National Ballet. He has also worked  
closely with such dance icon as Roland Petit, John Neumeier, William Forsythe, Christopher  
Wheeldon and Crystal Pite.  
 
As a guest artist, Mr. Côté has danced with The Royal Ballet, Bolshoi Theatre, American 
Ballet Theater, New York City Ballet, Teatro alla Scala, English National Ballet, the Mikhailosky  
Theater of St- Petersburg, New York City Ballet, Teatro Colón de Buenos Aires, Berlin’s 
Staatsoper, the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino, Stuttgart Ballet, Hamburg Ballet, the Alberta  
Ballet, Verona Opera and the South African Ballet Theater. Mr. Côté has also performed 
in numerous international galas.  
 
In 2013, in addition to his position as a Principal Dancer, Mr. Côté assumed the role of 
Choreographic Associate with The National Ballet of Canada and today eight of his works  
are part of the company’s repertoire. In 2012, his work Enkeli won the Audience Choice 
Award for Best Choreography at The Tenth International Competition for The Erik Bruhn 
Prize. That same year, his work for ProArteDanza, Fractals: a pattern of chaos, was 
nominated for a Dora Mavor Moore Award for Outstanding Choreography. In 2013, his work  
Being and Nothingness entered The National Ballet of Canada’s repertoire and after its initial  
success, the work is extended and presented in 2015 and again in 2019 during an international  
tour ending in Russia. Mr. Côté’s first full-length ballet, Le Petit Prince, was presented 
during the National Ballet’s 2016 season in front of sold-out houses. In 2017, Mr. Côté was  
chosen to participate in the landmark National Arts Centre Commission Encount3rs, 
pairing three of Canada’s outstanding choreographic talents with three of the country’s 
most exciting composers performing together with the National Arts Centre Orchestra.  
In June of 2018, Mr. Côté created in collaboration with the famed Director Robert Lepage, 
Frame by Frame, a new full-length evening presented at the Four Seasons Centre in Toronto.  
In 2019, he creates Crypto, an independent full-evening work presented on a national 
tour of 20 performances. 
 
In 2021, Guillaume Côté founded his own company Côté Danse focused on the multidisci-
plinary creation of innovative works with the mission of making dance seen and experienced  
differently. In the summer of 2021, he created +(dix), presented at the Festival des Arts  
de Saint-Sauveur and then at the Fall for Dance North in Toronto. Also in 2021, he created  
Touch with Thomas Payette, an immersive multidisciplinary work that was presented  
83 times in Toronto to sold-out houses.  
 
In 2011, Mr. Côté was awarded “La médaille de l’Assemblée Nationale du Québec”  
for his work in the arts. In September 2014, Mr. Côté was named the Artistic Director of the  

Cast and Creative biographies



Festival des Arts de Saint Sauveur, the largest summer dance festival in the country.  
In 2021, Mr. Côté was appointed a Chevalier de l’Ordre national du Québec, the highest 
distinction given by the government of Quebec.

Greta Hodgkinson — Dancer 
Born in Providence, Rhode Island and trained at Canada’s National Ballet 
School, Greta Hodgkinson joined The National Ballet of Canada and danced  
as a Principal Dancer for over 24 years. An artist acclaimed for her dazzling  
technical virtuosity, dramatic intensity and articulate characterization,  

she is the complete ballerina, par excellence. Ms. Hodgkinson has performed every leading  
role in the classical repertoire and her talents extend to the contemporary repertoire  
as well. She has had numerous roles created for her by world-renowned choreographers 
and has worked closely with such icons as William Forsythe, Jiri Kylian, Glen Tetley, John 
Neumeier, Alexei Ratmansky, Christopher Wheeldon, Wayne McGregor, James Kudelka 
and Crystal Pite. As an international guest artist, Ms. Hodgkinson has appeared with  
The Mariinsky Ballet, Teatro alla Scala, The Australian Ballet, The Royal Ballet, Stuttgart 
Ballet, Munich Ballet and Teatro Comunale di Firenze. She has also performed at the 
World Ballet Festival in Tokyo, the State Kremlin Palace, Moscow, the Gala des Etoiles, 
Stars of the 21st Century and International Ballet Galas in the United States, Canada, 
Japan, Russia and Europe. Ms. Hodgkinson has also worked extensively in film and has 
been featured in numerous dance and fashion magazines.  
 
Among her various honours, Ms. Hodgkinson was nominated for the prestigious Prix Benois  
de la Danse for her role as Odette/Odile in Swan Lake and has received two Citations 
from the State of Rhode Island in recognition of her extraordinary talents and accomplish-
ments as a world-class prima ballerina and her outstanding contribution to arts and culture  
in the United States. In 2017, Ms. Hodgkinson was appointed to the Order of Ontario,  
the province’s highest honour which recognizes individuals whose exceptional achievement  
in their fields have left a lasting legacy in the province, Canada and beyond.  
 
Ms. Hodgkinson is an inspirational teacher and coach, working with professional  
dancers and students in Canada and abroad. In 2020, after an extraordinary 30 years as  
a ballerina with The National Ballet of Canada, she was appointed Artist in Residence with  
the company. In 2021, Ms. Hodgkinson founded Dance Mentoring by Greta, a compre-
hensive mentorship program designed to provide the inspiration, expertise, opportunities, 
guidance and artistic direction for dancers at every stage of their career.

Casia Vengoechea — Dancer 
Casia Vengoechea is a freelance dancer, choreographer, and educator 
from Staten Island, New York. She received her early training from the 
LaGuardia High School of Performing Arts and later continued her 
education at The Juilliard School. Upon graduating from Juilliard in 2012, 

she began dancing with Nederlands Dans Theater II, and went on to join the Royal 
Swedish Ballet as a contemporary artist in the following years. Casia has had the 
pleasure to dance repertoire and new creations by Jiří Kylián, Sharon Eyal & Gai Behar, 
Mats Ek, Franck Chartier, Lightfoot Leon, Marco Goecke, Alexander Ekman, Maxine 

Cast and Creative biographies



Doyle, Johan Inger, Jiri Pokorny, Drew Jacoby, and Sasha Waltz. She has also worked on 
commercial campaigns for Chanel, Volkswagen, Hermès, Lufthansa, Mercedes, Longc-
hamp, and Moncler as a dancer, model, choreographer, and movement director. Casia is 
a 2011 Princess Grace Award Winner, a 2008 National Foundation for Advancement in 
the Arts 1st Level Awardee, and was selected as one of five international choreographers 
for the Banff Centre’s Collective Composition Residency in 2019. Her choreography has 
been performed at NDT’s historic Lucent Theater and Dansens Hus, Stockholm’s premier 
contemporary dance stage. As a guest artist, Casia has performed with Le Grand 
Théâtre de Genève, the Berlin Staatsoper, and L’Opéra National de Bordeaux, and in 
2020, she worked with Akram Khan for his latest production with the English National 
Ballet, “Creature.” Most recently, Casia has been actively working as a choreographic 
assistant at Teatro alla Scala and Aterballetto with Philippe Kratz and Diego Tortelli. 
Casia is currently freelancing between Europe and North America.

Natasha Poon Woo — Dancer 
Natasha Poon Woo began training and performing as a member of 
Canadian Contemporary Dance Theatre (CCDT) in her hometown of Toronto.  
She went on to study at the Conservatory of Dance at SUNY Purchase 
College and the Rotterdam Dance Academy, earning a BFA in Dance from 

SUNY Purchase in 2012 and graduating summa cum laude with the President’s Award for 
Achievement. As a performer, Natasha has toured Holland and Switzerland with Conny 
Janssen Danst, completed a residency at the Beijing Dance Academy in China with The 
Kevin Wynn Collection, and performed the works of such established American choreog-
raphers as Twyla Tharp, Doug Varone, Pam Tanowitz, and Roderick George. She has worked  
with Toronto companies and artists including Rock Bottom Movement, Côté Danse,  
The Dietrich Group, BoucharDanse, Benjamin Landsberg, Ryan Lee / The Platform, Gadfly,  
Little Pear Garden Dance Company, Tapestry Opera and Hit & Run Dance Productions. 
She is a Dora-winning performer with Rock Bottom Movement, whose acclaimed 
production of hollow mountain garnered Dance Division awards for Outstanding Production  
and Outstanding Ensemble Performance. Natasha is currently a Guest Artistic Associate 
at CCDT, after serving as the company’s Associate Artistic Director from 2019-2021 and 
Rehearsal Director from 2012-2021. She has also directed rehearsals for artists including 
Hanna Kiel, Roderick George and Rodney Diverlus. Natasha is a passionate and sought- 
after dance educator across Ontario, specializing in Limón-based modern technique and 
C-I Training™ (conditioning-with-imagery), certified and mentored by Donna Krasnow.

Royce Vavrek — Story and Text 
Royce Vavrek is a Canada-born, Brooklyn-based librettist and lyricist who 
has been called “the indie Hofmannsthal” (The New Yorker) a “Metastasio 
of the downtown opera scene” (The Washington Post), “an exemplary creator  
of operatic prose” (The New York Times), and “one of the most celebrated 

and sought after librettists in the world” (CBC Radio). His opera Angel’s Bone with composer  
Du Yun was awarded the 2017 Pulitzer Prize for Music.  
 
His work has been presented at or performed by the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Brooklyn 
Philharmonic, Los Angeles Opera, Brooklyn Academy of Music, Carnegie Hall, New York 
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City Opera, The Kitchen, Alarm Will Sound, International Contemporary Ensemble, Opera 
America, American Lyric Theater, Beth Morrison Projects, Brooklyn Youth Chorus and Peak  
Performances @ Montclair, among others. His recent commissions include operas for 
Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, Fort Worth Opera, Opera Philadelphia, Houston Grand Opera  
and the Prototype Festival, along with a musical for Signature Theater. Vavrek’s filmmaking  
credits include From Sky and Soil, which was created as part of the Corus Young 
Filmmakers Initiative for broadcast on the W Network, through a prize administered by the  
Canadian Film and Television Production Association.  
 
Royce is co-Artistic Director of The Coterie, an opera-theatre company founded with 
Tony-nominee Lauren Worsham. He holds a BFA in Filmmaking and Creative Writing from 
Concordia University’s Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema in Montreal and an MFA  
from the Graduate Musical Theater Writing Program at New York University. He is an alum  
of American Lyric Theater’s Composer Librettist Development Program.

Mikael Karlsson — Composer 
Mikael Karlsson lives in Harlem, NYC. He moved to New York from Sweden 
in 2000 and graduated Summa Cum Laude with departmental honours 
with a Master’s degree in classical composition from the Aaron Copland 
School of Music in 2005. 

 
Mikael’s music has been performed at Carnegie Hall, Le Poisson Rouge, Lincoln Center, 
the Museum of Modern Art in NYC, at the Festspielhaus in Baden-Baden, The Paris Opera,  
The Oslo Opera House, the Royal Swedish Opera House, The Semperoper in Dresden,  
Le Poisson Rouge in NYC, The Ingmar Bergman Center at Fårö, The Joyce Theater, Brooklyn  
Academy of Music, and at new music festivals and opera houses across the world. 
 
His commissions for dance include works for The Paris Opera (Play – Ekman), The Norwegian  
Opera and Ballet (Rooms, A Swan Lake, Resin – Ekman; Player – Proietto), Vienna State 
Opera (Blanc – Proietto), The Paris Opera (Play – Ekman), NDT 2 (Left Right, Left Right –  
Ekman), Ailey II, the Royal Swedish Opera and Ballet (Tyll, Midsummer Night’s Dream – 
Ekman), The Semperoper (COW – Ekman) and many works for Cedar Lake Contemporary 
Ballet (among others Tuplet – Ekman). 
 
He is currently working on two operas with Royce Vavrek (librettist); Melancholia (based  
on the Lars von Trier film) for the Royal Swedish Opera to premiere in 2023, and Fanny 
and Alexander (based on the Ingmar Bergman film) for the La Monnaie Opera in Brussels 
to premiere in 2024. 
In 2007, Mikael was included in Out Magazine’s Out 100 list of influential people. The score  
to his piece Nasty Fucker was published in Butt Magazine. In 2012, NYC Public Radio’s 
listeners voted him as one of their 100 favourite classical composers under 40.  
 
He has composed for the International Contemporary Ensemble, American Contemporary  
Music Ensemble, Callie Day, Black Sun Productions, Lydia Lunch, Claire Chase, Joshua 
Rubin, Anne Sofie von Otter, Rosamund Pike, Mivos Quartet, Sirius Quartet, The Dahlkvist  
Quartet, Niklas Brommare, Blythe Gaissert, John Kelly, Abby Fischer, and pop-singer 
Lykke Li, Anna von Hausswolff and Mariam Wallentin. His first opera, The Echo Drift, premiered  
at the Prototype Festival in New York in 2018.  
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Mikael has released over a dozen albums with works for orchestra, chamber works and 
soundtracks ranging from pop and film music to sound collages, dance scores and avant- 
garde concert music. He continues a steadfast collaboration with renowned choreographer  
and director Alexander Ekman. Since 2012, they have created nine works for the stage.  
 
In May 2014 he received the Wladimir and Rhoda Lakond award “for an exceptional 
mid-career composer” from the American Academy of Arts and Letters.

Thomas Payette — Set & Video Designer 
A graduate of the production program at the National Theatre School of 
Canada, Thomas Payette has been collaborating with numerous creators 
as a multimedia designer and creative director for many years. He has 
taken an active role in the creation of works by renowned companies and 

artists such as Ex Machina, the Théâtre du Nouveau Monde, the National Ballet of Canada,  
Robert Lepage, Sylvain Émard, Guillaume Côté, Virginie Brunelle, Martin Messier and 
Caroline Laurin-Beaucage. In 2015, he co-founded Mirari, a multidisciplinary creative studio  
specializing in creating works and experiences that are strongly anchored in reality  
and aim to capture and stimulate the imagination of the spectators. With its mastery of the  
arts and techniques of live and stage arts combined with its willingness to integrate a strong  
narrative that questions the sense and issues of society, Mirari seeks to create experiences  
that entice emotions and memorable moments, on stage and in public spaces.

Mylène Chabrol — Set & Video Designer 
Based in Montréal, Mylène Chabrol is an artistic director and set designer 
who specializes both in immersive multimedia experiences and live arts 
(music, dance, theatre, opera, etc.). Her work centres around space, light, 
forms, colours and the human being’s place amid this composition. After 

earning a Bachelor’s in applied arts and a diploma in film animation in France, she became  
interested in set design and enrolled at the National Theatre School of Canada in Montréal.  
Her work gradually evolved to become the multidisciplinary projects she does today. In 2018,  
she joined the multimedia design team at Mirari as scenographer and artistic director.

Simon Rossiter — Lighting Designer 
Simon Rossiter is a Toronto-based lighting designer who occasionally 
designs scenery. He has created more than 250 original designs, including 
works for Ballett am Rhein; Citadel+Compagnie; the National Ballet of 
Canada; Soulpepper Theatre Company; Sudbury Theatre Centre; Théâtre 

français de Toronto; Theatre New Brunswick; Toronto Dance Theatre; and he is the Director  
of Design of Fall for Dance North. Past collaborations with CôtéDanse include +(Dix)  
and Touch. Simon is the recipient of three Dora Mavor Moore awards and six nominations 
for outstanding lighting design and was twice nominated for the Ontario Arts Council’s 
Pauline McGibbon award. Simon also serves as the Business Agent for the Associated 
Designers of Canada, IATSE Local ADC659.
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Christopher Read — Costume Designer 
Christopher Read is a costume designer and a resident cutter with  
The National Ballet of Canada. Born in Montreal, Quebec and now based 
in Toronto, Ontario, his 30-year career at The National Ballet of Canada has  
encompassed many productions of classical works, neoclassical ballets, 

contemporary works, and world premieres. In addition to building costumes for a wide 
variety of ballet repertory, opera, theatre and musical theatre he has designed for numerous  
productions across Canada the U.S. and Australia. Design credits include costumes for 
Guillaume Côté’s Dark Angels and Enkeli; James Kudelka’s Desir and Chaconne; Matjash 
Mrozewski’s A Delicate Battle, Monument, Concordia and Denouement; Pro Arte Danza’s 
Nine Sentiments; Dominique Dumais’ Collective Sonatas For Two; and Robert Stephen’s 
Passacaglia. Most recently designing costumes for the world premiere of Yuri Possokhov’s  
“...two united in a single soul...” for the San Francisco Ballet. Christopher has also designed  
costumes for Canadian figure skater Josée Chouinard and Canadian dance pairs Aaron 
Lowe and Megan Wing as well as U.S. Olympic medallists Charlie White, Alex Shibutani 
and Jeremy Abbott.

Joshua Ingleby — Animation Motion Designer 
Joshua Ingleby is a digital artist and motion designer creating  
visual content for screens & environments. His craft focuses on striking  
a balanced mixture of technical and artistic exploration through  
2D & 3D animation in commercials, installations, stage and events.

Lily Le — Illustrator 
Lily Le is a Hanoian multidisciplinary artist and designer, based in Toronto. 
Her work plays across a spectrum of mediums from traditional canvas to 
interactive digital media. Lily’s obsession for detail, careful observation and  
unrestricted imagination influence her style of work: distinctive, surreal, 

and detail-heavy. Her work lives on opposite ends of the spectrum, moving from black ink 
on white canvas to an explosion of colours. When not creating art, Lily is a visual commu-
nication designer. Over the years she has worked on a diverse range of projects in 
branding, digital and print design, collaborating with creative agencies and brands of all 
sizes across the globe.

Anisa Tejpar — Creative Assistant, Rehearsal Director 
Dora Mavor Moore Award winner, Anisa Tejpar is originally from Toronto, 
and is a graduate of Canada’s National Ballet School. She has performed 
works by Matjash Mrozewski, John Neumeier, Guillaume Côté, Ginette 
Laurin, Mauro Astolfi, Peggy Baker, Robert Derosiers, Robert Glumbek, 

Roberto Campanella, D.A. Hoskins, James Kudelka, Christopher House, Hanna Kiel, and 
William Yong and in companies such as Toronto Dance Theatre, ProArteDanza, Peggy 
Baker Dance Projects, Against the Grain Theatre and Human Body Expression. Anisa is 
Co-Artistic Director of the dance entertainment firm Hit & Run Dance Productions Inc. 
(www.hitandrun.ca), for which she has created works for artists and brands all over Canada  
including: NIKE, Kanye West, The Rolling Stones, PUMA, TIFF, Telus, Lupe Fiasco, Evergreen  
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Brickworks, and M.A.C. Cosmetics, and Casa Loma, among many others. Anisa is the 
co-creator of Haunted Cinema, a live-immersive drive-in experience. She is also the pilot 
choreographer of Steven Spielberg’s Minority Report and co-choreographer of the video 
game Far Cry: Primal, and performed in the game as well. Anisa currently teaches ballet 
and contemporary dance at X University (formerly Ryerson) in the Performance Program 
and has previously taught at York University’s dance program as well as George Brown 
Dance. She also is a creative contributor and outside-eye for Guillaume Côté and  
Côté Danse, and is one third of the Toronto-based, contemporary dance collective The 
Platform with Ryan Lee and Benjamin Landsberg. Anisa is also an Intimacy Coordinator 
and Director, and her focus is dance, and dancers. She is also the host of Inside the Arts 
on Sauga 960AM radio. Anisa is also a current member of the Board of Directors of 
Canada’s National Ballet School, and on the Performance Program Advisory Committee 
for St. Lawrence College. She has also worked extensively with Dancing with Parkinson’s 
and served as choreographer and director for their Intergenerational Dance Project 
connecting youth and seniors through dance.

Jean-Hugues Rochette — Technical Director & Stage Manager 
Jean-Hugues Rochette has spent the last 50 years dedicated to dance. 
Firstly, as a dance performer for 17 years with various companies such as: 
Les Ballets Jazz de Montréal, Les Ballets de Montréal, The Royal Winnipeg 
Ballet, Minnesota Dance Theater, and Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de 

Montréal.Jean-Hugues then became a company coordinator, client service coordinator and  
tour manager with Les Grands Ballets Canadiens. In 2002 he joined Lalala Human Steps 
for 10 years as stage manager, tour director, rehearsal director, and production director. 
Currently Jean-Hugues is freelance for different projects in dance with a multitude of positions,  
such as tour director for Jean-Pierre Perrault and executive coordinator for les Sortilèges,  
and is a stage manager and technical director for organizations such as: Ballet Ouest de 
Montréal, Les Ballets Jazz de Montréal, École supérieure de Ballet du Québec, Compagnie  
Marie Chouinard, Danse à la Carte, Festival des Arts de Saint-Sauveur and Côté Danse.

Etienne Lavigne — Producer 
A native of Montréal, Québec, Etienne Lavigne trained at l’École supérieure  
de ballet du Québec, San Francisco Ballet School and the National Ballet of  
Cuba. He joined The National Ballet of Canada in 1997 where he rose through  
the ranks and was promoted to First Soloist in 2007. After more than 1500 

performances in front of 3 million people, he retired from his full-time position at The National  
Ballet of Canada in 2015 and was named Guest Principal Character Artist. During his 
dance career, M. Lavigne studied business management at Ryerson University and took 
an active role in the administrative side of dance. Since 2009, he has managed many of 
the leading dancers in Canada and has founded Anymotion Productions and Côté Danse  
with the mandate of getting an ever-increasing audience to experience and enjoy dance 
differently. In 2016, he was named Executive Director of the Festival des Arts de 
Saint-Sauveur, the largest summer dance festival in Canada. Since the beginning of his 
tenure, the Festival has experienced a remarkable revival, doubled its ticket sales and in 
2020, received the Prix Opus for Specialized Presenter of the year in Quebec.
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Côté Danse

Explore, collaborate and amaze by making dance that is a different visual and emotional 
experience: this dream of dancer and choreographer Guillaume Côté has become the 
mission of his company founded in 2021. With the aim of attracting a broader dance 
audience, this independent company is focused on the creation of innovative multidisci-
plinary works of universal scope that blend both performing and digital arts. Open and 
modular in approach, Côté Danse brings together, according to each project, the diverse 
talents of passionate collaborators, driven by the desire to use their imagination for the 
creation of original, inspiring and significant artistic experiences.

Three projects mark the inaugural year of Côté Danse:

 •  +(dix), a choreographic odyssey for five dancers, premiered at the 30th Festival  
des Arts de Saint-Sauveur and presented at the Fall for Dance North Festival.

 •  Touch, an immersive artistic adventure in collaboration with Show One Productions 
(Immersive Van Gogh)

 •  The national tour of Crypto, a modern fable mixing classical and contemporary  
dance, theatre and multimedia, performed by a quartet of exceptional dancers.
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Susan Crocker C.M. 

   & John Hunkin C.M.

Brendan Healy

Henry White  

   Kinnear Foundation

The William & Nona  

   Heaslip Foundation

Horace W. Goldsmith  

   Foundation

Elaine Kierans  

   & Shawn McReynolds

Trina McQueen, O.C. 

Polar Foundation

The Sabourin Family  

   Foundation

The Shishler Family

Producer’s  
Club

Directors
$10,000 - $24,999
Mark & Gail Appel

Canada Life

Hugh Clark

Steven Endicott

Monica Esteves  

   & Chris Bretz

Huw R. Evans & Kathryn Bird

Sheila Goldman

Ken Hugessen  

   & Jennifer Connolly

Ron Lalonde  

   & Jane Humphreys

McLean Foundation

Metcalf Foundation

Maureen & Roger Parkinson

Sandra & Jim Pitblado, C.M.

Tim & Frances Price

Sylvia Soyka

Julie Sutherland

Torys LLP

Julie, Peter & James in  

   Memory of John David Wood

1 Anonymous donor

Innovator
$5,000 - $9,999
Marion Armstrong  

   Charitable Foundation

Adam Burke

CIBC Capital Markets

Joan & Clifford  

   Hatch Foundation

Linda Glover & Ian de Verteuil 

Kathy Inch & Steve Simpson

Kingfisher Foundation

Remembering Otto  

   & Marie Pick  

   Charitable Foundation

Penny & Rob Richards

Dori Tunstall

1 Anonymous donor

Visionary
$2,000 - $4,999
Sara Angel  

   & Dr. Michael Angel

Rick Archbold & Rick Feldman

Sylvia Bethlenfalvy

Steven Braun & Aine O’Flynn

Gary Bryck & Renee Barrette

Communauto

Dr. Roy Eappen

Richard & Justine Giuliani  

   Fund at Hamilton  

   Community Foundation

Sima Gupta  

   & Rajesh Uttamchandani

Karin Kalchhauser

Claire Kennedy

Ian & Dorothy MacDonald

Stuart MacGregor

Gail MacNaughton

Paul Maranger  

   & Robert Brown

John Montesano

Robert Morassutti

Alice Morgan

Ed Nowina

Perry Orestes & Tim Giguere

Our family of supporters

Canadian stage supporters

Annual donors

We would like to thank the following individuals whose contributions to our annual fund 
help to sustain our ability to collaborate, innovate and create with cutting-edge artists 
from Canada and around the world.



Penny Partridge  

   & George Staznik

The Racioppo  

   Family Foundation

Linda Reed

Gabrielle & Greg Richards

In memory of John  

   & Norma Rogers

Helena Ruken

Kurankye Sekyi-Otu

Jason Silzer

Greg Sharp

Doug & Gail Todgham

Carole Winberg

1 Anonymous donor

Patrons’ Club

Ambassador
$750 - $1,999
Walter M & Lisa Balfour Bowen

Linda Barghoorn

Cathy Bateman

Tony Baylis & Jacqueline Kirk

Jill E. Black & Barry Allan

Murray & Ellen Blankstein

Louise Cannon

Nadia Chapin

Margaret Craw & Trevor Lloyd

Lisa Cunningham

Frank Delling & Elisabeth Bihl

Debbie Dumaresq

Jeannie Farquharson

Christopher Ferguson

Dr. Jordana Greenblatt

Colin Gruchy

Angela Herwin  

   & Michael Dales

Mary & Arthur Heinmaa

Dr. Nina Josefowitz

Pia Kleber

In Memory of Jacqueline Kolber

Dana Lafarga

Ronan McGrath & Sarah Perry

Margot Miles

Barbara Nelson

Elizabeth Pasternak

Thomas Payne

Kimahli Powell

Stephanie Roberts

Greg Seale

Ivor M. Simmons

Vandana Taxali

Pamela A. Thomson

Gail Vanstone

Greg Wilkie

Anthea Windsor

Morden Yolles

York Heritage Properties

2 Anonymous donors

Advocate
$250 - $749
Beth Adams

AGG Family Giving

Ms Elaine Aimone

K. Aitken

Mr. Michael Attwood

Marjorie Bain

Ms Kathryn Ball

Mr. Douglas Barrett

Janet Beck

Paul & Kaye Beeston

Susan Belyea

Meredith Beresford

John Boase

Clare Booker

David Brady

David & Patti Bragg

Robert Henderson  

   & Diana Burke

Mr. Fiorentino Caruso

Marc Chalifoux

Ollie Chasse

Mr. Roberto Chiotti

Ms Mandy Cole

Ms Judith Cole

Robert Cook

Mr. Julian Cox

James Creeggan

Susanne Cullen

Lorraine & Richard Dahl

Beatrice DeMontmollin

Elizabeth Derrick

Mark-Che Devonish

Kate Diskin

Mr. Layton Dorey

Ms Karin Doucette

Mr. Jeffrey Douglas

Stephen Douglas

Prof. Wayne Dowler

Sandra Dudley

Teresa Stecher

Ms Margaret Edwards

Buddy & Leigh Eisenberg

Mrs. Kathryn Elder

Ms. Cynthia Eldridge

Paul Faiazza

Ms Margaret Fisher

R. Fitzgerald

Tim Fort

Carol & Peter Foster

Gail Fraser

Ms Judy Fudge

Mr. William David Gamble

Mr. George A. Ganetakos

Nancy Garrow

John & Susan Goddard

Nora Gold

Mrs Roberta Goldby

J. E. Goodier

Karen Grimshaw

Zeljko Grujic

Rebecca Halliday

Eric B. Hanbury

Ronald M. Haynes

Mr. Arthur Helman

Marion & David Henshaw

Mr. Lawrence Herman

Richard & Susan Horner

Nancy Howe

Martha Ireland

Ms Ester Jackson

Mary Janigan

Gerda Kaegi

Laura Kay

Rob Kee

Patrick & Barbara  

   Keenan Foundation

Greg Kelner

Shawn Kerwin

Edward & Ann Kerwin

Brian Kitchell

Rona Kosansky

Eva Kralits

Endrick Kreuter

Catherine Lace

Our family of supporters



Rae & Deborah Lake

Karen Laurence

Brett Ledger  

   & Patricia Olasker

Victoria Lee

Mrs. Karen Leitner

Mr. Steven LeMay

Martha Loewen

Ms Janet Lovekin

Phil Luzi

Peter Lyman & Judith Moses

Karen & Steve Lynett

Alison MacKenzie-Armes

Mathieu Maslard

Debbie Matte

Sheila Mckeown

Ms Marjorie McLeod

Julia Mcnally

Edward Mercer

Delphine Milbrandt

Judith Miller

Mr. Vafa Mirzaagha

Susan Moellers

Larry Moore

Ms Andrea Mozarowski

Lorna Novosel

Jane O’Donnell

Helen Ostovich

Eric E. Parker

Jacqueline Peeters

Ms. Cynthea Penman

Andrea Pestana

Katherine M. Pollock

Dr. Gina Rakoff

Alison Randall

Ms Linda Rodeck

Joy Rosen  

   & Lawrence Freedman

Glenna Ross

Greg & Jennifer Rowe

Karen Rudner

Ann Savege

Ute Scharfenberg

Tina Scherz

Dr. Cory Shankman

Arthur Shiff

Patrick Shipton

Maggie Siggins

Maureen Simpson  

   & Almos T. Tassonyi

Ms Karen Sparks

Peter Kepes & Steve Lough

Ron Stuart

Avery Swartz

Jeremy Tabarrok

Graham & Catherine Tobe

Ms Elizabeth Toombs

Michael Trent

Dr. Paul Truelove

Monique Tschofen

Dean Tudor

Antoinette Tummillo  

   & John Carter

Mr. Tony Viola

Martin Wade  

   & Daniel Larocque

Kaley Walker

Nick & Marg Walker

Brian Walker

Marni Whitaker

Judith White

Robert White

Jay Wilson

Bruce & Susan Winning

Mr. Jon Wollaston

Stephen Yeates

Michael Zajmalowski

Sharon Zier-Vogel

Mr. Marc Zwelling

8 Anonymous donors

In Memoriam
We would like to thank the 

following people who have 

made gifts in memory of 

loved ones.

In memory of  
Sallie Lyons

Jay Fisher

City Builders

Principals
Kingsett Capital Inc.

SvN Architects + Planners

Partners
Allied Properties REIT

Castlepoint Numa

Diamond Schmitt  

   Architects Inc.

EllisDon

ERA Architects

Hugh Clark Associates

Multiplex

TAS Design

Associates
BDP Quadrangle

Boszko & Verity Inc.

Enwave Energy

KPMB Architects

LRI Engineering

Newmark Knight  

   Frank Brokerage

RAW Design 

—

The listings include gifts 

received since July 1, 2020 

and are current as of  

March 23, 2022. We have 

made every effort to ensure 

proper recognition.

If, however, your name has  

been accidentally omitted, 

listed incorrectly or misspelled,  

we apologize in advance for 

the error. Please notify us at  

donate@canadianstage.com  
with any corrections.

Canadian Stage



TO Live  
Donor List

We would like  
to thank:

Rochelle Alexandroff

A. Ambrose

Arts Capital

Shirley Arnold*

Gail Asper,  

   Asper Family Foundation

Barbara Basta

Eva Bednar

Sandra Bellisario

Jason Benny

Paul Bernards

Shira Bernholtz

Eleanor Bothwell*

Marta Braun

Zora Breslin

Louise Burley

David & Pauline Carpenter

Doris Chan

Giselle Chin

Dr. Donette Chin-Loy Chang

Charles Coffey

Judith C. Cole*

Leona Cotoia

Cheryl Cottle*

Senator Donna Dasko

Patricia Deline

Suzanne Denis

Anne Dumais

Mary Ann Farrell*

Matt Farrell

Alan Feller

Darrell Flynn*

Robert & Julia Foster

Kevin Garland

Charles Gibbs*

Dorothy Gordon

Marcus Hahn

Robert Herman

Dr. Rob Horvath

Imaginus Canada

Karyn in Toronto

Tasker Kelsey

Christine Kelsey

Megan Kotze  

   & Michael Longfield*

Jeremy Kramer

Alan Levine*

Kathryn Liedeman*

Edith Lo*

Priya Malik

Laurie Markus*

Honora McCabe-Slinger*

David McCracken

Linda McGuire

Isabel Menanno*

William Milne*

Leslie Milthorpe*

Susan Moellers*

Greig Nishio

Judith O’Callaghan

Natalia Ogrodnik

Jennifer Parkin*

Brenda Polzler*

Frances Hunter

Arlene Perly-Rae  

   & Hon. Bob Rae

Tram Pham

John Quirke

Grant Ramsay*

Michael Rea

Kim Reid

Josephine Ridge*

Jeffrey Rohrer

Jo Rucinski

Omeonga Saidi

Gregory Sawchuk

Carole Sisto

Stephanie Slobodnik*

Debbie Smith

Richard Spooner

In Honour of Alexander  

   & Helen Stark

Patricia Steer

Evelyn Steinberg

Josie Tait*

Patti-Anne Tarlton

Marek Ulanicki

Clyde Wagner  

   & Steven Taetz

Lorna White

Firth Whitwam

Deni Wise

ted witzel

Janet Young

Anonymous (15)

 *Founding donors  

to the TO Live Foundation

As of February 2022

TO Live



Did you enjoy the show? 
You have the power to ensure
performances like this can be 
enjoyed by generations to 
come with a donation
as little as $10.

Become a donor 
to the TO Live 
Foundation 
today.

TOLive
Foundation

.com

Singer  Quiana Lynell at the Ears, Eyes, Voice exhibition 
in the Gallery, Meridian Hall Arts Centre, following her 
performance at the George Weston Recital Hall



TO Live

TO Live Staff

Executive Management

Clyde Wagner 

President & CEO

Isabel Menanno 

Director of the Office of the 
CEO & Board Relations

Special Projects

Leslie Lester 

Vice President of  
STLC Redevelopment

Development

Sandra Bellisario 

Vice President of Development

Megan Kotze 

Director of Development

Kathryn Liedeman 

Senior Program Manager, 
Annual & Leadership Giving

Lawrence Tan 

Sponsorship & Stewardship 
Coordinator

Programming

Josephine Ridge 

Vice President  
of Programming

Rachel Robbins 

Education & Engagement 
Manager

Jasmine Vanstone, 

Education & Engagement 
Programming Coordinator

Courtney Voyce 

Bookings Manager

Ariana Shaw 

Programming Coordinator

Scott North 

Sales Manager

Uwakmfon Ukobo 

Social Media Specialist

Production

Kristopher Dell 

Director of Production

Zoe Carpenter 

Senior Production Manager

Anthony (TJ) Shamata 

Senior Production Manager

Bruce Bennett 

Senior Manager, Theatre 
Systems & Special Projects

Chris Carlton 

Alicia Ho 

Paul McKenna 

Production Managers

Meridian Hall Stage 
Crew IATSE Local 58

Richard Karwat 

Head Electrician

Steve McLean 

Head Carpenter

Marcus Sirman 

Head of Properties

Ross Tuskey 

Head Sound Operator

David Baer 

Assistant Carpenter

Peter Cathers 

Fly Operator

Zsolt Kota 

Assistant Sound Operator

Chris Nadon 

Assistant Electrician – AV

Jason Urbanowicz 

Assistant Electrician

St. Lawrence Centre 
for the Arts Stage Crew 
IATSE Local 58

Wes Allen 

Property Master, Bluma Appel

Yunier Alvarez Penate 

Head Technician, Jane Mallet

Jay Blencowe 

Head Carpenter, Bluma Appel

Benn Hough 

Head Electrician, Bluma Appel

Keijo Makela 

Head Sound Technician, 
Bluma Appel

IATSE Local 822

Susan Batchelor 

Wardrobe Head

Meridian Arts Centre 
Stage Crew IATSE 
Local 58

Aaron Dell 

Head Technician Lyric Theatre

Russell Hawley 

Head Technician,  
George Weston Recital Hall

Patrick Hales 

Assistant Head Technician, 
George Weston Recital Hall

Grant Primeau, Head 

Technician, Studio Theatre

Marketing & 
Communications

Jeff Rohrer 

Vice President of Marketing 
& Communications

Stephanie Canarte 

Director of Marketing

Grant Ramsay 

Media Relations Officer

Vanessa Grant 

Content Marketing Manager
 

Box Office

Tom Kerr 

Director of Ticketing Services

Fran Holywell 

Liz Bragg 

Box Office Managers



Sandie Chui 

Thomas Quinlan 

Holly Merkur-Dance 

Dorian Barton 

Box Office Duty Managers

Finance & 
Administration

William Milne 

Vice President of Finance  
& Administration

Thomas Grady 

Director of Finance

Hayde Boccia 

Directors of Finance

Michael Johnson 

Controller

Sabrina Li 

Senior Accountant

John Kiggins 

Client Settlement  
Services Manager

Alice Lin 

Senior Payroll Manager

Gladys Torres 

Payroll Specialist

Nelum Dissanayake 

Fiona Liu 

Accounting Assistants

Charles Mayne 

Office Clerk

Information Technology

David McCracken 

Director of  
Information Technology

Chahat Khandhar 

Systems Administrator

Michael Cadiz 

IT Support Technician

Human Resources

Michelle Carter 

Vice President of  
Human Resources  
& Organizational Culture

Melissa Creighton 

Human Resources Assistant

Operations

Matthew Farrell 

Vice President of Operations

Edward Delavari 

Director of Capital Projects

Luke Belfontaine 

Kristan Burley 

Project Managers

Patron Services

Sean Tasson 

Director of Patron Services

Lynn Frenette 

Derek Genova 

Patron Services Manager

Adam Walker 

Bruna Pisani 

Kelsey McGuigan 

Patron Services  
Duty Manager

Lina Welch, Patron Services 

Duty Manager

Bruce Berga 

Executive Chef

Facilities

Rocco Lippa 

Chief Operator

Jarryd Fish 

Facilities Manager

Robert MacLean 

Building Operator

Evan Ramdin 

Operator

Omar Nurse 

Stage Door Security 
Supervisor

Ryan Nerona 

Scott Spence 

Patricia Rudik 

Justin Grice 

Jason Duval 

Henry Fernandes 

Margreta Kristiansen 

Colin Dyble 

Stage Door Security

Mohamed Zuhair 

Maintenance Supervisor

Roger Alves 

Robert Bischoff 

Catherine Patrick 

Jose Rauda 

Rosalina Silva 

Rosa Victoria 

Maintenance

Vivian Hije 

Maintenance (housekeeping)

Roderick Padasdao 

Building Operator

Marciano Ramos 

Junior Building Operator

Ehsan Rahman,  

Junior Building Operator, 
Part Time

John Vickery 

Housekeeping Supervisor

Latoya Cushnie 

Elliott Lewis 

Mabel Liwag 

Adam Sikora 

Ailton Simao 

Housekeeping

Alicia Surujbally 

Light Duty Housekeeping

Eduardo Costales 

Matthew Pannell 

Handypeople

Current as of April 1, 2022.


